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catty of breathing, a complaint 
with which be had some time been 
troubled; bot, on Tuesday, he di- 
verted the company with his usual 
Ttvacity, and appeared not to tbiak 
himself in danger: at night, he ate 
Uis supper with a good appetite, and 
retired to rest without the least 
complaint. Of death Robinson was 
not afraid : but the act of parting 
with his fatoiiy and friends, alivays 
appeared to him very distressing, 
because afflictive to such as were 
left behind. Hence it was, that he 
often expressed a wish to die "soft- 
ly, suddenly, and alone." Oo Tues- 
day morning, he was found dead in 
his bed : and as the clothes were not 
the least discomposed, nor his fea- 
tures distorted, it is probable, that 
this great and amiable man expired 
exactly as he wished. 

He died at Showell-green, near 
Birmingham, ki the house of Wil- 
liam Russtell, the reijpected friend 
d^Dr. Priestley, at the age of fifty- 
four years, and eight months : and 
■was interred, by that worthy man, 
m the D.issenter's burying ground, 
at Birmingham, with every token of 
afiectiouate respect ; and in that 
pulpit, from which Robert Robin- 
son but a week before addressed a 



numerous congregation. Dr. Priest- 
ley preat'bed bis funeral sermon. 

It is the usual practice, to trea. 
sure up in the memory the dying 
words of eminent persons, as testi- 
monieg to their last sentiments, or 
future expectations. But, in the 
present instance, the reader must 
pursue his own reflections. That 
he possessed tome sentiments in 
common with Unitarians, appears 
from his last publication ; but the 
truth is be could not be tied down 
to creeds of any kind, and the limits 
of his faith cannot be ascertained. 
From his whole appearance, a cnn> 
siderable time before his death, the 
presumption is, that he fell asleep 
like a sickly child that sighed for re- 
pose. 

Thus lived, and thus died, Ro- 
bert Robinson, a roan, who, from 
an humble station in life, raised 
himself to considerable notice ; whose 
benign disposition, and gentle man- 
ners, entitle him to the character of 
an amiable ittan ; whose geninf, 
whose learning, whose steady oppo- 
sition to every species of tyranny, 
as well among Protestant dissenters, 
as established hierarchies, entitle 
him to the character of a great man. 



DETACHED ANECDOTES. 



THE POLICY OP DIVIDING A HATJOti. 

■pRIMATE Boulter was so alarmed 
^ ■ at the general dislike to Woo«)'s 
half-pence, that in one of his dis- 
patches, he expresses his fears, that 
this opposition Would have a most 
unhappy effect on the nation, by 
wilting it ! ! — " by (to make use of his 
own words,) bringing on intimacies 
of papists and Jacobites with the 
whigs, who had before no intimacy 
with tbem." 



ANCIEMT HOJJotil OF A PEBK. 

The old Earl of Kildare, afterwards 
Marquis, and first Dvike of Leinster, 
thus concludes a memorial which he 
presented to the British cabinet, a- 
gainst tbeconduct of Priinafe Stonew 

" Your Memorialist has nothing 
to ask of your Majestv^, neither place, 
civil or military ; neither employ- 
ment or preferment for himself or 
his friends: and begs leave to add, 
that ftotfaing but his duty to your 
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Majesty, and tiis natural hatred to 
«o<:h detestable monopoly, could 
have induced your Memorialist to 
this presumption." 

EXPERIENCE OF A METHODIST, EX- 
PRESSED IN FINE FICURATIVE LAN* 
GUAGE. 

An old man, who ■ had ' just re« 
cohered from a dangerous fit of sick- 
ness, thus expressed himself at a 
love-feast : •' I was given over by 
the Doctor, and every one thought, 
1 «as about to take my flight 
into eternity. I thought so myself; 
and though I could easily ' read my 
title plear to mansions in the skies;' 
though I knew that God for Christ's 
^ake had pardoned all my sins : and 
that whenever the silver cord should 
be loosened at the fountain, I should 
sink into the arms of Jesus; yet as 
I drew near the swelling floods, I 
thought 1 felt Jordan cold at iny 
feu, and I shrunk back !" 
IN ii(ht insult's FortraUwe <^ Metha- 

diim.} 

MABQUI?. 

The title of Marquis, s^t prpseijt 
so uumeanidg, originated in the 
reign of Charlemagne. It required 
the continual exercise of bis vigi- 
lance and attention, to protect the 
frontiers of his extensive empire, 
from the continual incursions and 
ravages of the surrounding barbarr 
ous nations. In order to accomplish 
this, he divided the boundaries uf 
his extensive empire into certain 
dist^-icts, called' marches, and in- 
trusted the defence of these to mili- 
tary officers, termed. Counts of Nlar- 
ches, or Marquiisses. 

U. 

CHINESE NOBILITY. 

Amongst the many wise and sa- 
lutary laws which exist in China, 
and which have in all ages excited 
the attention and admiration of tde 
discernitig; one stands emineatly 



distinguished, on account of its sin- 
gular importance and utility. This 
is their famous law respecting titles. 
Nobility there is not hereditary, but 
is indiscriminately bestowed upoa 
merit. 

The beneficial effects resulting 
from this law, must to every reflect- 
ing mind be so apparent, as to ren> 
der any comment unnecessary. 

M. 

BARBAROUS pI/NISHMENTS. 

The barbarous custom of punish- 
ing criminals, by putting out their 
eyes, prevailed almost unadimousiy 
amongst the Ancients. They- em- 
ployed several methods of depriving 
tbe.oe unfortunate persons of sight. 
One way by which they effected 
this, was, by afiixing a cord round 
the criminal's forehead, and then 
palling it with such a degree of 
ibrce, that the eyes burst from 
their sockets, 

A second was, by running a sharp, 
pointed red-hot needle into the eye- 
balls. 

A third was, by holding a flaming 
red-hot pan opposite the eyes, till 
they gradually melted" out. 

A fourth Was, by prostrating the 
body on tiie earth, till the eyes 
were completely dissolved, by the 
tierce rays of the meridian suo. 

M. 

SEDAN CHAIRS. 

The first sedan-chairs seen in 
England, were used by the Duke 
of Buckingham, in the reigu of 
James I., to the greit astonishment 
and indignation of the people ; who 
bitterly exclaimed, that he employ), 
ed his fellow creatures to do th9 
work of brute-beasts. 

Yet such is the u niversal depra- 
vity and corruption of modern tunes, 
that this degrading, unworthy em- 
ploymenc, fit only to be performed 
by the slaves of a West India planter, 
or an Indian Grandee, and not bjf 
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the iodependent cUiKens of a free 
state; is now eagerly discharged, 
without the slightest murmur of re- 
pining or discontent. So surprising 
a. change has a century and a half 
effected in nationaS feelings and pre- 
judices; and so great is the coa- 
trast which we will discover, on com- 
paring the purity and simplicity of 
manners which then prevailed, with 
the luxury, sensuality, and effemi- 
nacy of this present age. M, 

SOCR\TES CONTRASTED WITH MODERN 
SaeCTS ADOPTING PECUtlABITlKS OF 
DRESS. 

The following anecdote is recorded 
of Socrates. Notwithstanding he 
was extremely poor, yet he piqued 
himself upon the neatness of his per- 
son and house. He could not pa- 
tiently bear with the ridiculous af- 
fectation of ADtbishenus, a philoso- 
pher who affected to despise these 
things, and who' always wore ragged 
and dirty clothes, . He once told 
him, that through the holes of bis 
cloak, and the rest of his tatters, 
abundance <£ vanity might be dis- 
cerned. 

We may, with great propriety, 
apply this renjark to some ot our 
modern religious sects; who, in- 
fluenced by a similar motive, seem 
desirous ot ostentatiously di»playiiig 
their superior purity and sanctity, 
by studying a marked pf;culiarity of 
dress. Their motives are equally 
the same, both the offspring Ot va- 
nity. M. 

WOKSBIP OF THE SUN. 

Of all the ancient forms of reli- 
gious worship, that ot Pythogoras 
and Socrates was the most simple 
and pure. These two virtuous aud 
celebrated philosophers, with their 
disciples, prostrated themselves be- 
fore the rising sun, and adored this 
lively and august image of its great 
original, as the j;ieat source of life, 
;)iud tigtu toall creatiou. M. 



NOTA BENES. 

It is some consolation for those 
who have been unfortunate in life, 
to look at those who have been suc- 
ces.sful. 

Women, in genera), have little 
sen.sibility to the beauties of nature. 
Do not irnst to their exclama- 
tions in parties of pleasure Like 
Dr. Johnson, in this particular, i hey 
relish a city life best, and their 
taste is more turned to the choice 
and disposition of furiiiiure in the 
bouse, than to the study or relish of 
natural beaulifs, *■ When yon see 
me at deatli's door," said Rousseau, 
" lay me under a shady o;ik; 1 pro- 
mise you 1 shall soon be belter." 
'' I never loved praying in my own 
room ;" said the same man of nar 
ture, " the walls, and other trifling 
works of man, seemed to thrust 
themselves between God and rjie." 

Every person who thinks and 
speaks with energy, must submit, 
in necessary consequence, to be- 
come a target for the arrows of 
Lilliputian minds. To such optics, 
all excellence, (ih*? fleeting cloud, 
and the fixed star,) is suppos- 
ed to be placed exactly at the 
same distance. Alt authors appear 
to them in the same rank. " How 
do )ou do, Mr Gjbbon," said the 
late Dtike of Cumberland, to the 
celebrated historian, "How do you 
do Mr. Gibbon. 1 see you are at- 
ways at it — the old way — scribble, 
scribble, scribble." Well might 
this author exclaim, " How 1 loiig to 
be on the banks of the Leman Lake !" 

When the simple religion of-Ghrist 
has been complicated with all the 
gradations of hierarchy and ceremo- 
nies of the church, the excuse is 
made, that there must be a confor- 
mity to alteration iu times and cir- 
cumstances, and to the change in 
the matiners of mankind. But the 
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true reason Is, to connect as closely 
as possible the spiritual po^er with 
the temporal sovereignly* and* by 
this means, to uphold both from the 
teast change or innovation. 

X. 

DIFFERENT MODES OF SHOWING TASTE- 

'« The sight of Loch Lomdnd," 
says Mrs. Grant, " roused us. The 
Solemn and melancholy grandeiir of 
the lofty dark mountains, and abrupt 
rocks, tufted with heath and juni- 
per, that rose on the other side of 
the lake, and seemed close to the 
tipper end* arrested my attention 
at once. I peopled their narrow and 
gloomy glens with those vindictive 
clans that used to make such fatal 
incursions of oldi I thought I saw 
Bruce and his faithful few ascending 
them, in his forced flight from 
Bute. * * * • 

" My Ossiahic Ridnia returned 
With redoubled force ; every blast 
seemed to touch a viewless harp: 
and every passing cloud* brightetied 
\Vith the beams of the moon, ap- 
peared to iljy mind's eye, a vehicl«i 
for the shades of the lovely and the 
brave, that live in the songs of other 
times. « * * * 

"The <!arriage was detain^ while 
une of the horses was shod, aiid I 
took that opportunity of gathering 
some of the freshest primroses I had 
ever seen, from the roots of a weep- 
ing birch, that actually " wept o- 
dorous devvs" upon nie, as I shelter- 
ed under its drooping branches. My 
walk was stopped by a stream* 
whose descent into the lake was co- 
vered with thick shades of alder and 
hazel, that reminded me of the 
breek where Ulysses Went on shore 
in Phseacia, and then I wi.shed I had 
«jy Odyssey out of the chaise.* * * 

" I was called to breakfast in an 
tipper room ; a newly-arrived tra- 
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yeller was heard growling' for his 
breakfast below. He did, not swear, 
but was so fretful and queriiloUs* 
so displeased with every thing that 
was said or given to himj and his 
manner of growling too was so amus- 
ingi he showed so much ingenuity 
in discovering faults in every thing, 
that 1 burst 6dt a laughing, and said* 
we were certainly haunted hy the 
ghost of Smelfungus. * * * * 

« The strangfej' wsts a stddent, tra* 
telling home from college ; he left all 
hts irritability below, and came uf) 
with an air so manly, vVell-bredi 
and accommodating* that had we not 
received some previous intelligence 
of his chafactei', we should hav«i 
thought highly of him. I, who* 
for my part, detest every mode of 
selfish luxury, could not endure to 
«ee a native Highiailder make his 
gotid hUmoUr dependent Upon A good 
breakfast, and vtraS moreover dis* 
gttsted by c-ertaiu learned strictnre.4 
Oti bew ' laid eggs, which, I ani 
sure* made no part ot' his ColtSge ac- 
quisitions!" 

LetfUrsfiom the Mduritaiits. 

■prom the foregoiug extracts* it 
may be seeit, that want of taste is 
not exclusively confined to the ib- 
tnale seXi The " ghost of Smelfuti* 
gus," one df the lofty^drid assUmiUg 
lords of the cresltion, discovered no 
taste, except for etiiiitg, while Mis* 
Grant, who was at the time of writ- 
ing A very young girl, was deligltted 
with the country through which she 
travelled ; her taste led her to admire 
the scenery j het imagination creat- 
ed ideal inhabitants in the glens ; 
and her good humour and good seiisb 
contrit^uted tO the happiness and 
comfoi'c of hfer compauions, by her 
cheerful asquiescence in all the lii« 
conveniences which necessarily at* 
tend ajOurney* 2> 
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